A Human Divinity                   [1812
violently embraced by feminine admirers, being handed from
one to the other, that " he became fairly exhausted by their
uncontrollable attentions 'V *
I am among a people mad with joy for their deliverance from their
oppressors [he wrote his old friend Malcolm]; God send that my good
fortune may continue, and that I may be the instrument of securing
their independence and happiness.2
But if Lord Wellington was ' a divinity * he was a very
human one, and some amusing incidents illustrative of this
fact, occurred about this time in Goya's studio at Madrid,
where the English General was sitting for his portrait. It
is said that he did not altogether appreciate the likeness,
which had caused dissension between patron and artist and
somewhat disturbed the harmony of the sittings.
Goya being deaf, appears to have misunderstood some
remarks made by Lord Wellington, and imagining himself
insulted,
in sudden passion rushed to his pistols to avenge the fancied insult.
Xavier Goya was in the studio, and snatched the arms from his father.
Wellington also a man of hot temper, was not appeased for several
days, but eventually peace was made and the portrait finished.3 f
Be that as it may, the atmosphere of the studio seems to
have been decidedly prickly, and McGrigor, arriving to report
to his Chief on the condition of the Salamanca wounded,
found he had walked into an active volcano.
1 Stocqueler, Vol. I, p. 181.
2 Supp. Despatches, VoL VII, p. 384.
3 Hugh Stokes, Francisco Goya, p. zjo.
* This was told to Stocqueler by the Duke himself.
f The author personally considers this story to be true, but at the
same time, cannot accept responsibility for its authenticity, as Hugh
Stokes in his work, Francisco Goya, has not cited his authority for this
particular incident. His book, however, is based upon such authorities
as Charles Yriarte, who had access to the Goya family papers, and Laurent
Matheron, who was personally acquainted with De Brugada, Goya's
companion, and there is no reason to suppose the story in question lacks
authentic backing.
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